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We will be serving at one of the block parƟes at the Hope 
at the Brick House on July 5th.  Serving Ɵme is 6 p.m.— 
check out the sign up sheet in Fellowship Hall and help 
where you are able. 

 

  P  D    
Pledges received through July 5 will be 
eligible for the bonus guarantee.  All the 
final pledges need to be postmarked by 
July 5th.  The online donaƟon page will 

be shut down aŌer midnight on July 6th.  Pledges should 
be mailed to: Birdies for Charity, 15623 Coaltown Road, 
East Moline, IL 61244.  Faith First’s bird #2307 

 
 
 
 
 
 
July is the month to collect school supplies for the 
EICC Student Success Store!  Bring paper, pencils, 
pens, markers and backpacks to the church any 
Ɵme during July. If you want to donate cash, we 
will do the shopping for you! 
 
We will bless these supplies on Sunday, July 28th 
and deliver them to the store during August. 
 

O    
 
ChrisƟan hope involves more 
than a sunny, cheerful aƫtude. 
It is more than a general kind of 
opƟmism. It is more than hope 
in hope, or faith in faith. Chris-
Ɵan hope is Ɵed to the goal of 
history and the purpose of each 
person’s existence. It is the un-
shakeable confidence of the 
sovereignty of God and God’s eventual triumph over all 
the forces that stand against truth, righteousness, faith-
fulness, love and mercy. 
 
And in the great contest between good and evil, ChrisƟan 
hope declares God as winner. ... Christ is the hope not 
only in the world to come; he is the hope of the world 
right now. —Oswald Bronson 

 
B  Q  
 

What musical instrument is menƟoned in the final poem 
of Psalms as a means to praise the Lord? 
 
A. brass 
B. percussion 
C. strings 
D. woodwinds 
E. all of the above 
 
Answer:  (See Psalm 150:3-5.) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplicaƟon with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” - 
Philippians 4:6-7   
 
Every once in a while, as I write these, what I plan on wriƟng 
about (prayer) is trumped by what Spirit wants me to write 
about (graƟtude). 
 
These last 2 months have been quite the ride, for all of us. 
Geƫng sick and being diagnosed with Neuroendocrine tumors 
was certainly not on my summer (or any other seasons) bucket 
list. And this on top of honoring the first anniversary of David’s 
mom’s death on June 22. I have walked this walk with many of 
you over the last 11 years, and I anƟcipate walking this walk with 
some of you in the future. But as your pastor who is your spiritu-
al guide, not as the one who is being cared for.  
 
For as many Ɵmes as I have gone through it with you, though, it 
is very different going through it yourself. And dare I say, even 
more difficult when you are a pastor. Pastors aren’t supposed to 
get sick. They are the caregivers. The rocks that hold steady in 
the storms. But I am ever so gently reminded that, as I write 
that, God is laughing at me. (I know I have much to learn on this 
journey, and I plan on learning everything I need.)  
 
It most certainly would be easy enough to sit back and let the 
sadness of the situaƟon, the frustraƟon, the cries of “This sucks! 
And “This isn’t fair!” to take over. But if you know me at all, that 
isn’t me, and it isn’t my nature. Like so many before me, and so, 
so many aŌer me, I am sick, and life moves forward. I have no 
intenƟon on siƫng around and leƫng life go on without me. 
 
Thus, where I find myself today. I haven’t been able to take our 
somewhat unruly dog out by myself unƟl the last few days, and it 
has been so hot, I don’t like doing it any more than David or the 
boys. But today was different. It was warm, but not unbearably 
hot, and the breeze was enough to keep the gnats at bay. The 
kind of day that Nala, and I, love. So she laid on the ground in the 
shade, while I sat on the front step, for 45 minutes. I found my-
self noƟcing every detail of the day—the beauƟful light blue of 
the sky, the puffy clouds floaƟng overhead shape-shiŌing as they 
moved, hearing the rustle of the leaves of the trees, feeling the 

sun and wind on my face, smelling the air which was unusually 
unscented, and smiling and waving at everyone who passed by. 
With everything I noƟced, I let the feeling of deep peace about 
the chaos in my life permeate my body, all the way to my soul. 
The deeper the peace felt, the more overwhelming the feeling of 
graƟtude for all of it became. I am blessed, and I am so thankful 
for all that I am blessed with. 
 
Every day brings new informaƟon, and more opportuniƟes to 
express my graƟtude to God for what I am given. ConversaƟons 
with people I don’t expect to hear from, just to check on me. 
Surprise visits from friends I haven’t seen in 20 years. The amaz-
ing Care Team I have stumbled upon. Being surrounded by fami-
ly. Not having horrible symptoms that I really could be experi-
encing.  
 
And then there is you. My faith family. The loving, caring, sup-
porƟve folks who pray for me and my family every day. Who 
bring food, and ask the quesƟons, and express their fears, as well 
as their hopes. A church body who is allowing their pastor to 
work as she can, take the Ɵme to heal when she needs, and in-
tenƟonally chooses to walk this journey with me. Words just do 
not express how grateful to you I am. The tears of graƟtude con-
Ɵnue to be shed each day.  
 
And here’s the big thing: every Ɵme I offer God thanks and 
praise, the more peace I feel. I have zero clue what the future 
will be like, but I had zero clue about that before these NETs de-
cided to rear their ugly heads. The truth is, none of us knows 
what the future will bring. And that is why I am not leƫng life 
move forward without me. It is why I choose to be grateful for 
each and every thing I am given, for each and every moment I 
am allowed to be here on this earth, to be wife and mother, 
daughter and sister, friend and pastor.  
 
Thank you for who you are, and for how you shine God’s light 
and love into this crazy, chaoƟc, and very beauƟful world! 
 
God is good—all the Ɵme! All the Ɵme—God is good!  
 
Always Peace,  Pastor Heidi 

P  H  has decided the best way to get her updates 
is through a CaringBridge page.  This is a free website and it 
will noƟfy you when she posts any updates.  She will also 
keep you updated through her weekly leƩer — for anyone 
who doesn’t like to be on the computer! You will need to 
create a profile to login to CaringBridge. 
hƩps://new.caringbridge.org/site/ed675ed6-309d-11ef-
97eb-878f36e8bc3f?from=%2Fsearch&fname=Heidi 

G  L    S  
S  have invited us to join them for a 
special jazz music Sunday, August 11th 
to listen to the Manny Lopez  quartet.  
The service is at 9:30 a.m.  Everyone is 
invited!  

Please note: we will sƟll have our 10 
a.m. worship here at Faith First. 



 
 
 
 

Board Mee ng—June 9 
1. Property - The red maple at the parsonage needs 

trimming.  Doug will check to see if this is something 
he can take care of. 

2. Property - the cement work should begin on July 8. 
3. Workdays were established to get things ready for 

the July 20 Sale. 
4. General Fund—the operaƟng account is at a negaƟve 

balance through May 31st.  $(6,165.48). 
5. Next meeƟng - July 14th at 11:30 a.m. 

Newsletter articles due the 3rd Sunday of the month. 
August Newsletter article deadline is July 21. 
August Newsletter will be mailed by July 31. 

Hope at the Brick House 
We will not be serving meals at the aŌer 

school program during the summer. 

Share-A-Meal  
We are scheduled to serve  

Tuesday, July 30 5:15 p.m. 

1 Jan Hannel 
Lindsay Ozmon 
Jessica Daily 

2 Jan Johnson 

4 Judy Cummings 

6 Maureen Miller 

7 AJ Skinner 

9 Cathy Koehler-Wright 

10 Henry Pepper 

14 Karen Risler 

18 Vicki Ertel 

21 Lincoln Wakeland 

22 David Hulme 
Harriet Meye 

29 Bonnie Rae 

30 James Sullivan 

31 Shylynn Fox 

Women’s Group 
No meeƟng in July 

Next meeƟng—August 1st 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P    for a Church Tag Sale to be 

held Saturday, July 20th from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

We are going through items from both churches to tag 
for sale.  We worked several days in June and have two 
dates scheduled in July.  July 10 and 17th at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Please help if you are able.  Many hands make light 
work! 



“C   ,   !” I love this saying — I 
used to have a T-shirt that said this. It is so true. We know 
deep down that life is impossible without change–that 
change is inevitable. We have inherited this natural tenden-
cy to feel apprehension about change from our ancestors 

who had to be suspicious of difference in order to survive. 
But this part of our psyche can cause us, and others, no end 
of frustraƟon and fear. And it can keep our 
communiƟes stuck in a way that prevents us from our joy 
and our passion for ministry. 
 
This worship series doesn’t start by assuming that we are 
“ready” for a change. Only in the fourth week of this series 
do we take the first step. We spend the first three weeks of 
this four-week series steeping ourselves in the idea that 
change is what we are made for…that we are actually made 
and equipped by a Creator that knew we would need to 
be partners and agents of change throughout history. We 
must be called to change. We must spend Ɵme discerning 
and deepening our understanding of the call that is luring us 
unƟl we are ready to let go of “what was” in favor of the 
new creaƟon. 

 
 
P    K  H  as he prepares 

to travel to Kenya Africa through Fishers of Men Ministries 
and West High School Engineering and RoboƟcs. They will 
leave July 27 and return on August 14. They will be fixing 
one water filtraƟon system, and installing another, do 
some construcƟon on a couple of schools, but most  
importantly, they will work to build relaƟonships with 
those who live in the villages.  
 
When he returns, we will have a potluck and invite the 
team members to come and share their experiences and 
photos! Watch for further details.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You’re invited! For food, fun and conversaƟon! 
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  Two dates leŌ for this summer. 
July 18 - Sunderbruch Park - 4675 Telegraph Rd 
August 8 - Cork Hill Park - 1100 N Farnam St 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

3 4 5 
 
 
 
Hope at the 
Brick House 
Block Party 
6:00 p.m. 

6 
 
 

7 
Summer Hours 
 
 
Worship Service 
10:00 a.m. 

8 

 
 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

10 

 
 
Workday 
9:00 a.m. 

11 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 

 

13 

 
 

14 

 
 
Worship Service 
10:00 a.m. 
Board MeeƟng 
11:30 a.m. 

15 

 
 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

17 
 

 
Workday 
9:00 a.m. 

18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Basket Class 
5:30 p.m. 

19 

 

20 

 
Church Tag 
Sale 
8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

21 
 
 
 
 
Worship Service 
10:00 a.m. 
 
Newsle er Ar cles Due 

22 

 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

23 

 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

24 

 
 

25 

 
 
 
 

26 

 

27 

 
 
 

28 
 
 
Worship Service 
10:00 a.m. 
 
Bless Backpacks! 

29 

 
 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

30 

 
 
 
 
 
Share-A-Meal 
5:15 p.m. 
 

31 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mail Newsle er 
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