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The Holiday Bazaar at Faith First has 
been an annual fundraiser for many 
years. Funds raised support the local 
missions of the church.  These funds 
are distributed aŌer the Annual 
MeeƟng in January. 
 

The Aƫc Shop will be located in Fellowship Hall.  This 
year everything will be priced. The Bake Sale will have 
all types of baked goods, candies, and some specialty 
items. Cookies by the Pound features all kinds of cook-
ies and bars and will be sold by the pound.  These two 
secƟons will be in the library area.  We will have a vari-
ety of craŌs that will be set up in the Narthex area.  
Our specialty “candy bars” will again be available! 
 

Breakfast will be served from 7:30 to 10 a.m. by Scout 
Troop 828.  Lunch will be served 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
and will consist of soups, salads, and desserts. The  
Bazaar is scheduled from 7:30 to 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
November 2nd. 

Holiday Bazaar Setup Schedule: 
Sunday, Oct. 27— Set tables in specific areas 
Monday, Oct. 28 — 9 to 11 a.m. Aƫc Shop and CraŌs   
Tuesday, Oct. 29 — 9 to 11 a.m.  Aƫc Shop and CraŌs 
Wednesday, Oct. 30 — 9 to 11 a.m. Aƫc Shop and CraŌs 
Thursday, Oct. 31 — Finish Setup and Bake! 
Friday, Nov. 1 — 4 to 6 p.m. Drop off baked goods   

Volunteers Needed for Day of Bazaar—Nov 2 
1.  Cashiers—3 needed for each shiŌ—7:30 to 10 & 10 to 1. 
2.  Cashier Tables — need helpers to bag items for cashiers. 
3.  Aƫc Shop — 2 or 3 helpers to help with bagging  
     items, keep traffic moving, and moving table items. 
4.  Bake Sale — 3 Helpers needed to price baked goods and 

manage bake tables.   
5.  Cookies by the Pound — 2 helpers. 
6.  CraŌ Area — Helpers needed to price items. 
NOTE: It is really helpful if craŌ items are priced when they 
are dropped off.  Baked goods sell best if placed in small 
packages. 

Sign-up Sheet will be in Fellowship Hall.    
Thanks to everyone who give dona ons or help! 

A   M  
Per our new consƟtuƟon, the 
board selected the date for the  
annual budget meeƟng — it will be 
October 13 immediately aŌer wor-
ship.  We will also have board  
elecƟons — need two new  
members for 2025/2026 term. 
 

 
C   L  

 T  S ! 
 

Lucas Smith and Tiffany Lamp were married July 20 in 
Newton, Iowa.  Lucas is the grandson of Sandra Holdt. 
 

B  Q  
 
When Jesus asks a Samaritan woman for a drink, at 
which site related to the ancient Israelites is he 
resƟng? 
 
A. the edge of the Jordan 
River 
B. beside the Red Sea 
C. Jacob’s well 
D. the Pool of Bethsaida 
 
Answer: (See John 4:6.) 



 
 
 
 

 
 
“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my right-
eous hand.”       ~ Isaiah 41:10 

The above scripture is my mantra right now. Since before 
my August 30 surgery, when I find myself feeling most  
anxious, I repeat those words. And when I can’t, my head 
says, “DO NOT FEAR. I’VE GOT YOU.”  
 

There were many Ɵmes throughout my week in Iowa City 
where I needed to say them. In the morning on the way to 
the hospital; when David and Kirsten had to leave so I 
could get my epidural and prepare for surgery (which did 
NOT go well!); when I was in pain; when I was frustrated 
with my roommate situaƟon; when I just wanted to go 
home.  
 

Fear shows up like a thief in the night—totally surprising 
you. It brings with It its dearest friends—Anxiety, Anxious-
ness, and Anger. And when they all get together, creaƟng 
the perfect storm of worst case scenarios within your 
head, it is hard to fight them off. Especially when you are 
facing unknown things. 
 

But, not really to my surprise at all, I am learning a lot dur-
ing this journey. First, that the unknown, while scary at 
Ɵmes, is usually way less inƟmidaƟng than Fear wants us 
to believe. Second, Ɵme conƟnues to move, and suddenly, 
you find yourself just about 4 weeks post op, receiving 
your treatment already, and healing well—despite the fact 
that you didn’t ever think you would get to this place. 

But maybe the biggest lesson that has been reiterated to 
me, is that God has me. God carries me when I can’t walk. 
God places exactly the right people at my bedside, or in 
front of me—my angels—at exactly the perfect Ɵme. 
(Remember, I said perfect. And perfect isn’t always MY 
Ɵme! In fact, there were many Ɵmes I would have pre-
ferred they show up sooner than they did, but God is in 
charge, not me!) 

 

I am not alone. I am surrounded by love. Not just from all 
of you, but from churches who have added me to their 
prayer list across the state and naƟon; from people I love, 
to people I have never, and probably will never, meet. 
They, you, conƟnue to be my prayer warriors. I cannot ex-
press how humbling that is, and how grateful I am. (I 
mean, seriously, I am the one who is supposed to be at the 
bedside praying over someone, right? I am the pastor!) 

 

But God has a different plan for me, one that includes 
good. One that will prosper how I live my life, and how I 
share the love and light of God with others. I am receiving 
new understanding and insight on so many things. I am 
growing my compassion for others like wildfire, and I feel 
my heart grow each day with new love and new life that 
God conƟnues to giŌ to me.  

 

I don’t wish this journey upon anyone—it isn’t easy. But 
then, I am a warrior for Christ, and I am being prepared for 
something new—something big. Something that has yet to 
be revealed to me. We—both you and I—will know it when 
it comes. So keep watch. 

 

In the meanƟme, words will never be enough for all the 
love and graƟtude I have for each one of you! THANK YOU! 
 

Always Peace,  Pastor Heidi 

T  828  
 

Troop 828 would like to invite you to join us for one—or 
all—of the following events. The money raised from these 
events will help the Scout Troop in their scouƟng adven-
tures, including going to Philmont Scout Ranch in New 
Mexico in July of 2025. 

 

Sunday, October 6 – Pancake Breakfast – Faith First  
Community Church serving 9-10 a.m. Free will donaƟon. 
Thursday, October 10 – Dine and DonaƟon at Red Robin! 

ALL DAY – tell them you are there for Troop 828 and 
20% from food sales will go to the Troop. 

Saturday, October 12 – UNO Tournament – Doors open at 
5 p.m. – Tournament begins at 6 p.m. $10/person – teams 
of 2. There will be raffles, a silent aucƟon, and more!  

See Pastor Heidi to reserve your spot! 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE A BASKET,  

PLEASE SEE PASTOR HEIDI. 

THANK YOU! 

I want to express my deepest thanks for everything you 
have done, and conƟnue to do for me throughout this 
health journey. I am grateful for the thoughts and prayers, 
for the cards and flowers, the abundant amount of food, 
and the fact that you worry about me 
enough to encourage me to conƟnue 
making sure I am allowing enough Ɵme 
for healing.  
 

You have no idea how much I appreci-
ate all of you, and how blessed I conƟn-
ue to feel. I love you all so much, and 
am so grateful to be your pastor. I have 
come a long way, and sƟll have a ways 
to go, but with your help, I will heal. 
Thank you!!       ~Pastor Heidi 



Eastern Iowa Associa on Annual Mee ng 

All Eastern Iowa AssociaƟon churches are encour-

aged to aƩend the annual meeƟng, October 13 at 

First CongregaƟonal Church of DeWiƩ.  

All are welcome either in person or by Zoom. Each 

church is allowed clergy and 2 lay delegates plus one 

youth delegate. Program begins at 2:00 p.m. with 

the annual meeƟng beginning at 3:15 p.m. 

Newsletter articles due the 3rd Sunday of the month. 
November Newsletter article deadline is Oct. 20. 
November Newsletter will be mailed by Oct. 30. 

Hope at the Brick House 
We are scheduled to serve at 3:30 p.m. 

October 10th. 

Share-A-Meal  
We are scheduled to serve at  

5:15 p.m. October29th. 

Women’s Group 
We will meet October 3rd 
at Cheryl Leamer’s home 

6:45 p.m. 

C   
 

“ChrisƟanity was never intended to be a solo walk with 
God,” says pastor Jeremy Basset. “A conversion to 
ChrisƟanity is also incorpo-
raƟon in the body of Christ, 
the church.” 
 

That’s a fiƫng reminder as 
we observe World Com-
munion Sunday October 
6th. ChrisƟans don’t take 
Holy Communion alone; the 
very name of this sacrament refers to unity with God 
and others. We don’t bapƟze ourselves. We don’t learn 
Scripture or ChrisƟan theology and history alone. We 
can’t have ChrisƟan fellowship by ourselves. 
 

The New Testament is clear that one cannot be a  
solitary ChrisƟan. We are members of Christ’s body 
(Ephesians 5:30) and “belong to the family of believ-
ers” (GalaƟans 6:10, NIV). As you gather for worship 
and receive Holy Communion, thank God for “our  
common salvaƟon” (Jude 3, ESV) granted to all follow-
ers of Jesus. 

4 Mary Beth Hawley 

13 Teresa King 

14 Gloria Power 

15 Gary Hoker 

17 Connie Disney 

Cheryl Leamer 

18 Rob Kress 

19 Kay Showens 

20 Autumn Dowell 

22 Jacob Smith 

26 Mark Christy 

30 Dan Lawler 



D  U  O    
October 6 – World Communion Sunday / Scout Sunday – 
 (Pancake breakfast served by Scouts) 
October 13 – Listen More, Speak Less: Humility 
October 20 – Living Together on Uncommon Ground:  
Respect (Pastor Heidi Gone) 
October 27 – Malice Toward None: Love 

D  U  O  
 
Just as water reflects the face, so one human heart reflects 
another. – Proverbs 27:19 
 
O   seems to be consumed with division–oŌen 
typified in the colors red and blue. Rather than stay in our 
monochromaƟc silos, the Golden Rule in scripture chal-
lenges us to engage in conversaƟon and seek to create 
whatever common good we can with our relaƟves, friends, 
and neighbors who we might consider to be on the “other 
side” poliƟcally and ideologically. As we aƩempt to come 
together, the idea is not that we are obliteraƟng either 

one or trying to change each other, but rather we discover 
the beauty that can be created when we work together to 
make the world a beƩer place.  
T  “  ”     , 
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C   
 

CHRISTIAN FLAG — DaƟng to the early 20th century, the ChrisƟan flag 
represents all of ChrisƟanity, though it’s been used primarily in the 
Americas and Africa. The red LaƟn cross symbolizes Jesus’ blood shed on 
Calvary to grant us eternal life. The blue background represents Christ’s 
faithfulness even unto death, as well as our bapƟsm into Christ. The 
white field signifies Jesus’ purity, nonviolence and surrender to God’s 

 
 

Sunday, October 27, 2024 at 3:00 p.m. 
Decorate your car trunks — Costume Contest— Pumpkin PainƟng 

We will accept donaƟons of candy to hand out to the neighborhood kids. 



October 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

2 3 
 
Women’s 
Group 
6:45 p.m. 
Cheryl Leamer 

4 5 

 

6 
Faith FormaƟon 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
ReconciliaƟon/NIN 
Special Offering 
World Communion 
Board Mtg Noon 

7 
 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

9 

 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
Hope at the 
Brick House 
3:30 p.m. 

11 

 

12 

 
 
 
 
 
Scout UNO 
Tournament 
6:30 p.m. 

13 
 
Faith FormaƟon 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
Budget MeeƟng 
11:30 a.m. 

14 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

15 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

16 

 

17 

 
 
 
 
 
Basket Class 
5:30 p.m. 

18 

 

19 

 

20 
 
Faith FormaƟon 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
 
NewsleƩer ArƟcles Due 

21 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

 

22 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

23 

 

24 25 

 

26 

 

27 
Faith FormaƟon 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
Trunk or Treat 
3:00 p.m. 
 
Bazaar Setup 

28 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bazaar Setup 

29 
 
 
 
Share A Meal 
5:15 p.m. 
 
 
Bazaar Setup 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bazaar Setup 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bazaar Setup 

 
 
 

 
 
 


