
July 2025 
Vol. 2-7 Issued Monthly 
Rev. Heidi Hulme 
Office Hours: 9 am to 12 pm M-TH 

 

Established January 1, 2024 

Jç½ù is the month to collect school supplies for the EICC 
Student Success Store!  Bring paper, pencils, pens, mark-
ers and backpacks to the church any Ɵme during July. If 
you want to donate cash, we will do the shopping for 
you! We will bless these supplies on Sunday, August 3 
and deliver them to the store during August. 

 
 
 
 
 

CÊÃÖ½�ã� ¹Êù 
 

Because Jesus came to do such serious work, we oŌen 
imagine him straight-faced. Yet Jesus also enjoyed fun 
Ɵmes, such as the wedding celebraƟon at Cana. When 
the wine ran out, Jesus miraculously produced more. 
 

Jesus also warmly welcomed children. Picture him liŌing 
an infant into the air or Ɵckling a giggling youngster while 
another child, grinning, climbs on his back. 
 

Summer usually allows more Ɵme for fun and play. So use 
these months to teach the kids in your life — and to  
remind yourself — that Jesus came so our “joy may be 
complete” (John 15:11). Laughing, playing, having fun, 
relaxing and enjoying life are part of living and loving as 
faithful disciples. 
 
 
 
 
 

P�ÙÝÖ��ã®ò�Ý ÊÄ Ö�ãÙ®Êã®ÝÃ 
While pondering differences 
between patrioƟsm and na-
Ɵonalism, Ryan Hamm looks to 
Jesus’ example in Luke 19:41-
44. “Jesus, it seems, loved his 
people, his city, his naƟon — 
so much so that he cried over 
it,” he writes in ChrisƟanity 
Today. “He didn’t despise his 
country or wish ill upon it — 
instead, he wanted nothing but the best for it, and it 
grieved him to see how his people had rejected his teach-
ings.” 
 
This example of “patrioƟsm perfected” can serve as a 
guide for modern-day ChrisƟans, according to Hamm. 
“It’s an example that’s both pragmaƟc and romanƟc, shot 
through with jusƟce, truth and love. It’s not a naƟonalisƟc 
patrioƟsm — it’s a love for naƟon that doesn’t pit it 
against other naƟons. Instead, it’s a recogniƟon of love 
followed by a mournful recogniƟon of shortcomings.” 
 
Put another way, God doesn’t love America more than 
any other naƟon. And he doesn’t want us to worship our 
naƟon alongside him, because that is idolatry. Instead, we 
are to love and proclaim God above any earthly realm. 

FAITH FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
CelebraƟon Event—August 17 at 10 a.m. 
VBS, Worship, Games, Food and  More! 

T«� ¥®ÙÝã ��ù Ê¥ ò���ã®ÊÄ B®�½� Ý�«ÊÊ½ 
 

One summer aŌernoon, a grandfa-
ther picked up his 4-year-old grand-
son at church. “Well, Jason, how 
did you like your first day of Vaca-
Ɵon Bible School?”  “It was great!” 
the boy replied. “We heard some  
stories and drew some pictures. 

Then we went out to play, and when we came back in 
God had juice and cookies waiƟng for us!” 
 
VBS at Faith First will be August 16th! 



 
 
 
 
 

“A liƩle yeast works through the whole batch of dough. ”  ~  
GalaƟans 5:9 
 

My family and I have been eaƟng a lot of hard boiled 
eggs lately, and one morning while I was having 
breakfast with Jarrod, he sprinkled salt on his egg and 
said, “It’s amazing how just a liƩle sprinkle of salt en-
hances the flavor of food.” 
 
Have you ever had food that is too salty? It ruins the 
taste. But a liƩle salt, yeah, it’s just right! 
 

I think this holds true for a lot of things in our lives. 
Too much of something can actually ruin it. Over-
eaƟng can lead to health problems, excessive praise 
could potenƟally cause arrogance, too much free Ɵme 
could result in boredom or anxiety, or too much mon-
ey (WHAT? Is there such a thing??) could lead to ideo-
logies of privilege. 
 

But a liƩle bit of all of those things, we call it balance, 
can have incredible results! 
 

Healthy eaƟng leads to healthy bodies and minds, bal-
anced praise leads to strong self-esteem, balanced 
rest and relaxaƟon helps keep anxiety and other 
stressors at bay, and just the right amount of money? 
Well, anything is possible! 
 

How many of you can remember the TV commercial 
from the early 1980’s by Brylcreem? “A liƩle dab’ll do 
ya.” I came across this on Facebook recently (right be-
fore Jarrod commented on the salt) and the reel 
keeps going through my mind, only not for the hair 
cream. I imagine a commercial that talks about kind-
ness—just being kind to one another.  

In the background, the song “The Kindness Song”. 
Scenes of people walking, words pop up “All it takes is 
a smile.” A person opening the door to a store, words 
pop up, “Hold the door for someone.” Cars stopped at 
a red light that turns green, words pop up “Allow the 
car in front of you a couple of extra seconds before 
honking at them to move when the light turns green.”  
 

The song ends with the words, “It can take the clouds 
away. It can bring the sun to play. If I make the choice 
to say Kindness is the way every day.” Or something 
like that. 
 

But it is true. Just a liƩle kindness, just a drop of com-
passion, just a wisp of love can actually change 
someone’s life. It doesn’t take much out of you, physi-
cally, emoƟonally, mentally, or spiritually. But it is 
what we are called to do as followers of Jesus’ Way. 
To be kind to one another. To love our neighbor. To 
feed the hungry, offer clothes to the naked, jusƟce to 
the oppressed. And it all starts with just a dab of kind-
ness.  
 

There is a trend going on 
right now where people are 
placing “LiƩle Jesus” figures 
all over. “Everyone needs a 
LiƩle Jesus.” I found one 
aŌer Karsten’s graduaƟon 
party on the window sill in 
the Fellowship Hall. It made 
me smile.  
 

Jesus encompasses kindness, 
compassion and love, and so do we. Where do you 
see the need for kindness, compassion and love? Who 
can you offer those to on this day? Who needs a 
“LiƩle Jesus?” 
 
Always Peace, Pastor Heidi 

VacaƟon Bible School 
Saturday, August 16  
9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Jill Pepper is leading the VBS based 
on the book The Zoo is Not For 
You. The kids will also help with 
worship on August 17. 

THANK YOU! 

I would like to thank eveone who 
came to my graduation open house 
to help me celebrate. Thank you 

for the gifts, as well as all the prayers and love 
you have given to me over the years. I feel blessed 
to be a part of this church.      Karsten Hulme 



B®�½� Qç®þ 
In a parable of Jesus in the Gospel of Luke, someone named 
Lazarus features prominently while other characters go un-
named. Who is Lazarus in this story? 
 
A. a friend Jesus raised from the dead 
B. a rich man dressed in fine linen 
C. a poor beggar at the rich man’s gate 
D. the brother of the poor man 
E. an angel who carried the poor man to heaven 
 
Answer:  (See Luke 16:19-31.) 

Newsletter articles due the 3rd Sunday of the month. 
August Newsletter article deadline is July 20. 
August Newsletter will be mailed by July 28. 

Hope at the Brick House 
We are not scheduled to serve  

in July. 
Share-A-Meal  

We are scheduled to serve   
on July 29th. 

Women’s Group 
Will not meet in  

July! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Jan Hannel 
Lindsay Ozmon 
Jessica Daily 

2 Jan Johnson 

4 Judy Cummings 

6 Maureen Miller 

7 AJ Skinner 

9 Cathy Koehler-Wright 

10 Henry Pepper 

14 Karen Risler 

18 Vicki Ertel 

21 Lincoln Wakeland 

22 David Hulme 
Harriet Meye 

29 Bonnie Rae 

30 James Sullivan 

31 Shylynn Fox 

 
 
 
 

Board MeeƟng— June 22 
1. Eagle Scout Project—LED lights have been installed in 

the Fellowship Hall.  PainƟng has begun. 
2. VBS August 16. VBS kids will help with worship at the 

Community CelebraƟon on August 17. CelebraƟon 
CommiƩee met to organize the food and games. 

3. General Fund—the operaƟng account is at a negaƟve 
balance through May 31st.  $(8,142.67). 

4. HTBH block party will be August 1. 
5. Next meeƟng - July  20 at 11:30 a.m. 



Thanks to Amy Dowell, Karleen 
Noteboom, Don Walton, Pam Ed-
mond, Jan Hannel, and Karl Jensen 
for sharing their musical voices this 
summer while the choir is on sum-
mer break. We so appreciate the 
wonderful music that they and Su-
san Senn bring each Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

We will be serving at one of the block parƟes at the Hope 
at the Brick House on Friday, August 1st.  We will meet at 
4:30 p.m. at the church.  Check out the sign up sheet in 
Fellowship Hall and help where you are able. 
 

P½��¦� D���½®Ä� �ÖÖÙÊ��«®Ä¦  
Pledges received through June 27th will be eligi-
ble for the bonus guarantee.  The online dona-
Ɵon page will be shut down aŌer midnight on 
July 4th.  Pledges should be mailed to:  
Birdies for Charity, 15623 Coaltown Road, East 
Moline, IL 61244.  Faith First’s bird #2307 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

C«Ù®Ýã®�Ä ÝùÃ�Ê½ 
PELICAN — In the Middle Ages, the pelican came to represent Jesus’ sacrifice of his blood for 
the world. According to legend, a mother pelican, in Ɵmes of famine, would pluck open her 
chest and feed her young with her own blood. An alternate myth was that she fed her dying 
young with her blood to revive them, losing her own life in the process. The depicƟon of a 
pelican with a drop of blood on her chest is called “the pelican in her piety.” 



July 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 
 

1 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

2 3 4 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 

6 
 
Worship Service 
10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

9 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 

 
 
 
 
Pastor Heidi 
At General 
Assembly 

12 
 
 
 
Fellowship Hall 
Reserved  
2 pm to 8 pm 

13 
 
Worship Service 
10:00 a.m. 
 
 
Pastor Heidi 
At General 
Assembly 

14 
 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

16 
 

 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
Basket Class 
5:30 p.m. 

18 
 

19 
 
 
Fellowship Hall 
Reserved  
2 pm to 8 pm 
 
 

20 
 
 
Worship Service 
10:00 a.m. 

21 
 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

22 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

23 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 
 

26 
 
 
 

27 
 
Worship Service 
10:00 a.m. 

28 
 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

29 
 
 
Share-A-Meal 
5:15 p.m. 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 
 
Mail NewsleƩer 

30 
 
 
 
 

31  
 
 

 
 
 


