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You have shown strength with your arm; you have scaƩered the proud in their con-
ceit; you have deposed the mighty from their thrones and raised the lowly to high 
places. – Luke 1:50 (Inclusive Bible) 
 

I  1865, William ChaƩerton Dix penned a poem that would be-
come the beloved Christmas-Ɵme favorite, “What Child Is This?” 
During Advent, we will dive into this quesƟon that is much more 
complicated than the lilƟng lullaby tune, “Greensleeves,” conveys. 
We will see the story of the Ɵme leading up to the birth of Christ in 
its historical trauma-informed fullness. The story of humanity and 
its recurring themes of oppression and corrupƟon run right 
through history and into our own narraƟves. Yet, we can rely on 
the assurance of the carol to confirm that God is “present with us” 
in powerful ways that conƟnue to be the Word of Hope, Peace, 
Joy, and Love even and especially in the midst of hard Ɵmes. 
 Advent 1: “King of Kings” (Hope) 
 Advent 2: “The Silent Word” (Peace) 
 Advent 3: “Son of Mary” (Joy) 
 Advent 4: “Enthroned by Love” (Love) 
 Christmas Eve: “The Babe” 
 Sunday A er Christmas: “This, This…”  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 30 
“King of Kings (Hope)” 

 Adult Faith Formation–9:00 a.m./Children—9:15 a.m. 
Worship – 10:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday, December 7 
“The Silent Word (Peace)” 

Adult Faith Formation–9:00 a.m./Children—9:15 a.m. 
Worship – 10:30 a.m. 

Pizza following worship 
Caroling following lunch—EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

 

Wednesday, December 10 
Women’s Group at Deb Sullivans - 6:00 p.m. 

$10 Christmas Gift Exchange / Bring an appetizer 
 

Sunday, December 14 
“Son of Mary (Joy)” 

Adult Faith Formation–9:00 a.m./Children—9:15 a.m. 
Worship – 10:30 a.m. 

Chili lunch — Following worship 
Youth/Children Christmas Program following lunch 

Free will donation will go toward camperships 
 

Sunday, December 21 
Blue Christmas Service - 5:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday, December 21 

“Enthroned by Love (Love)” 
Adult Faith Formation–9:00 a.m./Children—9:15 a.m. 

Worship—10:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, December 24  
“The Babe” 

Worship – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 28 
“This, This...” 

NO FAITH FORMATION 
Worship – 10:30 a.m 



 
 
 

 
 
“While they were there, the Ɵme came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to 
her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because 
there was not guest room available for them. And there were shepherds living out in 
the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord ap-
peared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people.”                        
            ~ Luke 2:6-14 

 
“Do not be afraid.” An angel appears to Zechariah as he 
prays at the altar of incense, to tell him his wife—who 
was barren—was going to have a son, John the BapƟst.  
 
“Do not be afraid.” An angel appears to Mary, “because 
she found favor with God.” He tells her she is going to 
give birth to a son (without the tradiƟonal method of 
conceiving, by the way) and he will be called the Son of 
the Most High.” 
 
“Do not be afraid.” An angel of the Lord appears to the 
shepherds in the middle of the night to announce the 
birth of Jesus. “I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people.” 
 
Don’t be scared—we have the best news EVER! I haven’t 
ever been visited by an angel like this—and I’m sure it 
was to scare me. But then there is that news of great joy 
for all the people. AŌer the iniƟal scare, wouldn’t you be 
at least a liƩle curious? What kind of news would bring 
joy to all people—not just joy—GREAT joy? And not to 
just a few, but to ALL the people? 
 
The news of GREAT joy for ALL the people is that God de-
cided to come to earth in the human form, as a baby, Ɵ-
ny, vulnerable, crying and screaming, cooing and laugh-
ing. He came to bring us back into right relaƟonship with 
God. To show us how to live so that we would be worthy 
of eternal life. To teach us that hope endures forever, 
that mercy, grace, and forgiveness are things we cannot 
earn, and that Love always wins. Even when we are 
scared. Even when we are in the lowest of the lows, the 
deepest valleys, and most oppressive Ɵmes. 
 
I don’t like being scared, but I do love good news. Is there 
a Ɵme in your life when you were scared beyond scared? 
How were you able to get over it? Did it come with news? 
Good or bad?  
 

How did you react to the fear? How did you react to the 
news?  
 
Every Ɵme the angel says, “Do not be afraid.” The news 
gets beƩer. Barren Elizabeth. God’s favored one, Mary. 
And then, Jesus. And God wanted to share it with the 
lowly shepherds first, not those in power, but the ones 
who were despised. What a radical move, from a radical 
God.  
 
As we prepare to celebrate the coming of the Baby Jesus, 
where can we show up in radical ways for those who 
need to hear this story? And as we prepare for the sec-
ond coming of Christ, where do we need to share God’s 
radical love? To whom can we say, “Do not be afraid? I 
want to tell you a story that is filled with GREAT JOY for 
ALL OF YOU!”  
 
In this season of preparaƟon, be of great courage. Pre-
pare yourselves for the moment the angels come to you. 
And in turn, be the angel for those around you. May it be 
so! 
 
Always Peace,   
Pastor Heidi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pastor Heidi and family will be on vacaƟon from  
December 29—January 3. Jill Pepper will be on call in 
case of emergencies. You may contact her at  
563-370-1359.   
 

May the joy of Christ’s birth fill your heart with 
peace, hope, joy, and unending love this Christmas. 
As we celebrate the Savior’s coming, may His light 

guide your path, strengthen your faith, and bless your 
home with warmth and 

grace. 
 

Blessings of Christ This 
Christmas 

 

~ Love, The Hulmes 



B  Q  
 
Who told Mary that her child would be 
called “the Son of the Most High”? 
 
A. Zechariah 
B. Gabriel 
C. Simeon 
D. Joseph 
 
Answer: (See Luke 1:26–32.) 

Newsletter articles due the 3rd Sunday of the month. 
January Newsletter article deadline is Dec 21. 
January Newsletter will be mailed by Dec 28. 

Hope at the Brick House 
We are scheduled to serve on 

December 11th. 

Share-A-Meal  
We are scheduled to serve   

On December 30th. 

Christmas Gi  Exchange 
Deb Sullivan’s home 

December 10th at 6 p.m. 
Please bring dish to share! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Board Mee ng— November 9th 
1. Martha presented the October financials. 
2. The security commiƩee met on November 2nd. 
3. General Fund—the operaƟng account is at a posiƟve bal-

ance through October 31.  $1,290.87. 
4. Approved to become charter organizaƟon for Boy Scouts 

Troop 828.  Cheryl Leamer will be liaison between Scouts 
and Church. No cost to church. 

5. Next meeƟng - January 11, 2026. 

C  P : T  T  
G  
 

Dear Lord, 
 

You have brought us to  
ChristmasƟme once more. Help 
us not to get lost in the gliƩer 
and the glow, but to see the 
true glory of the birth of Your 
only begoƩen Son. Keep our 
hearts from clinging too Ɵghtly 
to parƟes, presents and deco-
raƟons, and turn our eyes in-
stead to Christ — who bears 
Your very image and brings us Your message of love and 
hope. 
 

In the glorious name of Christ, we pray. Amen. 

1 Don Emde 
Don Walton 

4 Alexander Marvin 
Sophia Marvin 

10 Kyleigh Lackas 

16 Pam Edmond 

19 James Walck 

21 Becky Christy 



A    , please be aware of the weather. 
If you quesƟon whether to be in church, chances are, you 
shouldn’t be in worship! We will announce on Facebook, as 
well as the television news staƟons (WQAD and KWQC) if 
we have to cancel worship. But 
even if we don’t choose to cancel 
worship, if you don’t think it is safe 
outside, then please stay home and 
watch us online. Be safe! 

~~ 

W     set up in the 
narthex to put miƩens, hats, 
scarves and socks.  We will be 
giving these to the EICC Student 
Success Store. Please drop off 
items for the tree now unƟl 
Christmas.  If you aren’t able to 
shop, we’ll accept cash and 
someone will shop for you! 

 
~~ 

 

F  F ’  C  W    
Our first Cookie Walk is scheduled 
for December 6 from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m.  Come pick out your favorite 
cookies for the Christmas holiday.  
There will be a Santa’s Workshop 

for the kids as well as a visit from Santa.  All sorts of baked 
goods will be for sale along with frozen entrees! And, last 
but not least, there will be some craŌs for sale.  Come 
check it out! 

C  T  T   S  
 
LighƟng its candles each Sunday is a  
treasured tradiƟon during the four weeks 
of Advent. Depending on denominaƟon, 
churches use different color combinaƟons 
for the candles. Some place four blue can-
dles around the wreath with a white one in 
the center, while others use all white. 
Many light purple candles on the first two Sundays, pink on 
the third, purple again on the fourth, and then a large 
white candle on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.  Each part 
of the wreath carries symbolic meaning: 
 
T  : Its circular shape represents the everlasƟng 
love of God, having no beginning or end. The four candles 
mark the four weeks of Advent. One tradiƟon says that 
each candle also represents 1,000 years, totaling 4,000 
years from Adam and Eve to Christ’s birth. 
P  : The first purple candle represents Hope; 
the second, Peace; and the final purple candle, Love. 
T   : Lit on the third Sunday, it represents Joy 
and marks the halfway point of Advent.  
T   : The large white candle in the center is 
the Christ candle. Its light symbolizes Christ the Savior — 
“the light of the world.” 

 
The Advent wreath is more than just greenery 
and candles—it’s a symbol of watchfulness 
and growing joy as Christmas draws near. 
 

C   
POINSETTIA — This shrub, naƟve to Mexico, is at the heart of legend about a poor girl who wanted to bring Ba-

by Jesus a giŌ one Christmas Eve. As she walked to church, she gathered a bouquet of weeds — which Jesus mirac-
ulously transformed into lovely red flowers. Thus the poinseƫa (named for Joel PoinseƩ, the U.S. ambassador to 
Mexico who first brought the plant to America) is known in Mexico as la flor de la Nochebuena (flower of the Holy 
Night). The poinseƫa is also an ideal Christmas symbol because its leaves turn red when deprived of sunlight and 
its flowers (the red inner buds) bloom in December. 





December 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

2 

 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

3 4 

 
 
 
 

5 

 

6 

 
Cookie Walk 
And CraŌs 
 
9:00 a.m. to  
1:00 p.m. 
 

7 
Faith FormaƟon 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
Pizza aŌer worship. 
Caroling following 
lunch—EVERYONE IS 

WELCOME 

8 

 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

9 

 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 
 

10 

 
 
 
Women’s Group 
at Deb 
Sullivan’s 
6 p.m. 

11 

 
 
 
 
Hope at the 
Brick House 
3:30 p.m. 

12 
 

 

13 

 
 
 

14 
 

Faith FormaƟon 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
 
Chili lunch — Following 
worship. Youth/Children 
Christmas Program 
following lunch. 
 

15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 
 

17 
 

 

18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Basket Class 
5:30 p.m. 

19 

 

20 

 
 
Fellowship Hall 
reserved  
3—8 pm 

21 

Faith FormaƟon 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
Christmas  
Offering 
Blue Christmas 
5:00 p.m. 
 
NewsleƩer ArƟcles Due 

22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 
 

23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 
 

24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 

25 

 
 
 
 
 

26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mail NewsleƩer 
 
 

27 

 
 
 

28 

No Faith  
FormaƟon 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 

29 

 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

30 

 
Share A Meal 
5:15 p.m. 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

31    
 
 


