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YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US 
FOR A  

THANKFUL DINNER PARTY 
 

Thursday, Nov. 27 at NOON 
Faith First Community Church 

 

Bring a side dish or dessert to 
share!  Hosted by Amanda and 

Andy Ranfeldt. Sign up in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

R  T  S  
 

When Paul wrote to the church in Rome, he addressed his 
leƩer “To all God’s beloved … who are called to be 
saints” (Romans 1:7, NRSV). Paul regarded his fellow believ-
ers as people who have responded to the good news of 
Christ by choosing to follow and serve God. 
 

The New Testament emphasizes that ChrisƟans are God’s 
beloved — special people set apart to receive his grace and 
to be his witnesses. All people whose minds and hearts are 
devoted to God are “called to be saints.” 
 
About 700 years aŌer the church began, leaders designated 
November 1 as All Saints’ Day to honor people whose lives 
reflect Christ dwelling within them. Because of what God has 
done for us, all ChrisƟans can wear the label of saint. 
 
We will honor the members and friends who have passed 
since Nov. 2024 on Sunday, November 2nd during our wor-
ship service. 

A T  H   
T  S  G ’  H  E  

 
For a hymn that captures the beauty and graƟtude of 
Thanksgiving, All Things "Bright and BeauƟful" is a per-
fect choice. Its lyrics paint vivid pictures — flowers 
opening in the morning sun, birds singing, golden sun-
sets, purple-topped mountains and rivers rushing by. It 
all leads to this joyful reminder: “He gave us eyes to see 
them, and lips that we might tell: How great is God Al-
mighty, who has made all things well.” 
 
The hymn was wriƩen by Cecil Frances Alexander (1818
–1895), an Irishwoman with a passion for teaching chil-
dren about God. She wrote many hymns for her Sunday 
school class, later collected in Verses for Holy Seasons. 
 
But her ministry went beyond music — she spent her 
life serving the poor, comforƟng the sick, and caring for 
the grieving. When she passed away, “a great throng” 
gathered to remember her, honoring both her faith and 
the beauty she shared with the world. 



 
 
 

 
 
“But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and 
keep it!”              ~ Luke 11:28 

 
While I was on my way to swim class one morning, Olivia Lane, 
DJ on The Message on Sirius XM, said something that will not 
leave my brain. She said, “It is not how many people you lead. 
It is not how many people follow you. It is not how many peo-
ple you influence, or how much power you have. What maƩers 
is how quickly you obey God when God calls you.” 
 
I tried for decades to run from God’s call. I was in no way, 
shape or form, going to become a pastor. I watched what it did 
to my mother, and to other friends, and I wasn’t going there. 
UnƟl I had no choice. And by no choice, I mean God conƟnued 
to clear my path, and lay every step in my lap, to the point that 
I could no longer ignore God’s call. And to be completely hon-
est, I am so grateful every single day that I finally got out of my 
own way, and listened to God. I might think I know what I 
want, or what is good for me, but God knows. God’s ways are 
not my ways, and God’s thoughts are not my thoughts. (Thank 
HEAVEN for that!) 
 
As we conƟnue to move through our Changemakers worship 
series, each Sunday we are being challenged to think about 
what it means to be a Change-maker, and to think about 
where God is calling us to make small changes to make our 
part of the world a beƩer place. 
 
In the church, part of the challenge is thinking about where our 
passions lie. Is there something we see that needs changes, 
and are our hearts set on fire for that …… fill in the blank? Is 
there a ministry that we can begin, or collaborate with others, 
to bring God’s world to our world? 
 
The other part of the challenge is in our giving financially to the 
church. Giving our first fruits back to God. We call this Stew-
ardship. But what does that mean? And how does obeying God 
fit into this? 
 
First, God calls us to give back to God that which is God’s in the 
first place. MaƩhew 22:21, Mark 12:17, and Luke 20:25, read: 
“Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; 
and unto God the things that are God’s.”  
 
The real teaching in this verse comes with the second part. It 
implies that humans are made in God’s image, and we belong 
to God. This means we are to obey God in everything we do, 
with our enƟre being—heart, soul, mind and strength, includ-
ing worship, obedience, and resources—our wealth and Ɵme.  

Second, when we (the church) use the resources that are en-
trusted to the church, we are to use them in a way that honors 
God, that builds people up, and doesn’t tear them down. By 
doing that, we obey God. 
 
God places God’s call on each of our hearts, and those calls are 
different for each one of us. But each of our calls are not given 
in silos. Our calls, our giŌs, are meant to be used in collabora-
Ɵon with those giŌs and skills of the people around us, in order 
to fully bring God’s Kingdom to fruiƟon.  
 
Last Sunday, we held our Annual Budget MeeƟng, where we 
approved the Proposed 2026 Budget. While there wasn’t much 
discussion (there rarely ever is, and that can be okay), there is 
concern. We unanimously approved a budget that is 4.15% 
increase over the 2025 budget. We also approved the transfer 
up to $25,000 more out of our Special DonaƟons Fund to cover 
any shorƞall that we have at December 31.  Our current 
shorƞall as of 9/30 is more than $9,000. 
 
Now, I fully understand that there may be a feeling of conflict 
between giving to a ministry such as Share-A-Meal, weekly 
sandwiches, the LiƩle Food Pantry, Student Success Store, 
Hope at the Brick House, or any of the other worthy ministries 
we have or support,  and giving to a general budget that in-
cludes overhead costs and salaries—specifically when the sala-
ries make up about 74% of that budget. This is where the real 
challenge comes in—addressing the elephant in the room—are 
we obeying God’s call by having this staff—including a full Ɵme 
pastor? Is it our call—the call of Faith First Community Church– 
to conƟnue moving forward in the way that we are, or are we 
being called in a different direcƟon?  
 
This is absolutely a legiƟmate quesƟon that we need to ask, 
and we need to discuss. And we very well may be obeying 
God’s call (spoiler alert—I whole-heartedly believe we are—
but then again, I am the full Ɵme pastor!). If this is what we 
discern, then the next step is to figure out how we are going to 
make sure we meet our budget.  
 
This is the point where each one of us must hold conversaƟon 
with God. We must listen to what God has placed on our 
hearts. Maybe God has placed an idea about how we can meet 
our budget. Maybe God has placed the call to give more—or to 
pledge for the first Ɵme. Whatever it is that God is calling you 
to do, it isn’t how much power or influence you have. It isn’t 
how many people follow you, or how many you lead. What 
maƩers when God calls you, is how quickly you obey.  
 
Always Peace,   
Pastor Heidi 

 
 
 



B  Q  
James 1:17 reminds us about the source of every blessing. Ac-
cording to this verse, how is God described? 
 
A. The one who changes like shiŌing shadows 
B. The giver of wisdom to the faithful 
C. The Father of heavenly lights who does not change 
D. The one who rewards those who are 
generous 
 
Answer: (See James 1:17) 

Newsletter articles due the 3rd Sunday of the month. 
December Newsletter article deadline is Nov 16. 
December Newsletter will be mailed by Nov 28. 

Hope at the Brick House 
We are scheduled to serve on 

November 13th. 

Share-A-Meal  
We are NOT scheduled to serve   

In November. 

Women’s Group 
We do not meet in  

November 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Board Mee ng— October 12 
1. Martha presented the updated proposed budget. 
2. Reviewed the security assessment and decided to form a 

commiƩee to review to prioriƟze the opƟons. 
3. General Fund—the operaƟng account is at a negaƟve bal-

ance through September 30.  $9,740.38. 
4. Next meeƟng - November 9 at Noon. 

A Thanksgiving Prayer 
 
Gracious God, 
thank you for every good giŌ— 
for the food before us, 
the people around us, 
and the love that surrounds us. 
Help us to pause, reflect, and rejoice 
in Your constant goodness and grace. 
May our hearts overflow with graƟtude, 
not just today, but every day. 
 
Amen. 

1 Adam Christy 

2 Sandra Holdt 

6 Morgan Barclay 

11 Andrea Holdt 
Virginia Lemons 

12 Jarrod Hulme 

23 Warren Holdt 

24 Samantha Ozmon 

27 Michelle Holdt 

28 Brianna DeGraff 

22 Jim Perreault 



You have shown strength with your arm; you have sca ered the proud in their 
conceit; you have deposed the mighty from their thrones and raised the lowly to 
high places. – Luke 1:50 (Inclusive Bible) 
 

I  1865, William ChaƩerton Dix penned a poem that would be-
come the beloved Christmas-Ɵme favorite, “What Child Is This?” 
During Advent, we will dive into this quesƟon that is much more 
complicated than the lilƟng lullaby tune, “Greensleeves,” con-
veys. We will see the story of the Ɵme leading up to the birth of 
Christ in its historical trauma-informed fullness. The story of hu-
manity and its recurring themes of oppression and corrupƟon 
run right through history and into our own narraƟves. Yet, we 
can rely on the assurance of the carol to confirm that God is 
“present with us” in powerful ways that conƟnue to be the Word 
of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love even and especially in the midst of 
hard Ɵmes. 
 Advent 1: “King of Kings” (Hope) 
 Advent 2: “The Silent Word” (Peace) 
 Advent 3: “Son of Mary” (Joy) 
 Advent 4: “Enthroned by Love” (Love) 
 Christmas Eve: “The Babe” 
 Sunday A er Christmas: “This, This…”  

A    , please be 
aware of the weather. If you ques-
Ɵon whether to be in church, chanc-
es are, you shouldn’t be in worship! 
We will announce on Facebook, as 
well as the television news staƟons 
(WQAD and KWQC) if we have to cancel worship. But even 
if we don’t choose to cancel worship, if you don’t think it is 
safe outside, then please stay home and watch us online. 
Be safe! 

 
Help us adorn the sanctuary for Ad-
vent and Christmas! Poinseƫas cost 
$10 each and will be placed in the 
sanctuary by November 30.  
 
You may order one by signing up on 
the list in the Fellowship Hall or con-
tacƟng the office by November 19. 
 

A Day to Honor Our Veterans 
On this naƟonal holiday, churches around the naƟon hold 
services of prayers and praise. Followers of the Prince of 
Peace pray for peace among the 
naƟons of Earth and for the day 
when “they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks; naƟon shall 
not liŌ up sword against naƟon, 
neither shall they learn war any 
more” (Isaiah 2:4, NRSV). 

C   
C  — The circle is a symbol for God, as well as for eternity, due to its lack of a begin-
ning or an end. It also reminds us of how the church year (not unlike the secular calendar) 
flows from season to season and moves smoothly from Christ the King Sunday (the culmi-
naƟon of the liturgical calendar) to the First Sunday of Advent (a new beginning). Indeed, 
the One who rules all is the same One whose first and final comings we anƟcipate anew 
during Advent. 



November 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
Aƫc Shop 
7:30 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. 
 
Change your clocks 

2 
All Saints Sunday 
 
Faith FormaƟon 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 

3 

 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

4 

 
 
 
City / School  
ElecƟon 
6 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

5 

 

6 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 

 

8 

 
 

9 

Faith FormaƟon 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
Board MeeƟng 
12:00 p.m. 
Bless Pledge Cards 

10 

 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

11 

 
Happy Veterans 

Day 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

12 
 

 

13 

 
 
 
 
Hope at the 
Brick House 
3:30 p.m. 

14 

 

15 

 

16 
Faith FormaƟon 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
 
 
Newsle er Ar cles Due 

17 

 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

18 

 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

19 

 
 

20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 

 

22 

 
 
 

23 
Thanksgiving 
Offering 
 
Faith FormaƟon 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 

24 

 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

25 

 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mail Newsle er 

27 
THANKFUL  

DINNER PARTY 
Aã NÊÊÄ 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 

30 
Faith FormaƟon 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
First Sunday of 
Advent 

      


