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W  S   S  
September will be the Season of CreaƟon— Ocean, Fauna, 
Storm, and Cosmos. 
  

H   G   W  
 

The Bible affirms both the value and dignity of work. From the be-
ginning, God placed Adam in the garden “to work it and keep 
it” (Genesis 2:15, ESV). In the fourth commandment, we are re-
minded not only to observe the Sabbath, but also to labor diligent-
ly throughout the week: “Six days you shall labor, and do all your 
work” (Exodus 20:9, ESV). 
 

Work is more than a rouƟne obligaƟon; it is an opportunity to en-
gage our God-given abiliƟes in meaningful ways. Whether using 
our hands, minds, or hearts, we reflect the image of our Creator—
bringing order, care, and creaƟvity into the world. 
 

Our labor allows us to contribute to the common good, find per-
sonal fulfillment, and pracƟce faithful stewardship of the talents 
and strengths God has entrusted to us. As Paul writes, “We are 
God’s fellow workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9, ESV). 
 

On this Labor Day, may we take Ɵme to recognize the blessing of 
work and celebrate those who serve, build, teach, lead, and labor 
with purpose and care.         
  —Author unknown 

A P   A '  A  
 

Lord of all seasons, 
As the leaves change and the days grow cooler, 
help me embrace the rhythm of your creaƟon. 
Teach me to let go of what I no longer need 
and to trust your Ɵming in every part of life. 
 

Thank you for the beauty of autumn— 
for crisp mornings, golden trees, and the promise of harvest. 
May this season deepen my graƟtude, 
renew my spirit, 
and draw me closer to your heart. 
 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

 
T  P   P  W  
 

Prayer warriors are spiritual soldiers—men and women who 
faithfully liŌ others in prayer, oŌen behind the scenes. 
Though their work may go unnoƟced by the world, it is  
deeply valued by God. Their intercession can strengthen the 
weary, comfort the grieving, and open doors for God’s will to 
be done. 
 

In Scripture, we are urged to "pray one for another" (James 
5:16, KJV), reminding us that healing and restoraƟon oŌen 
come through the prayers of the faithful. A prayer warrior 
stands in the gap, bringing needs before the Lord with  
boldness and persistence. 
 

The Apostle Paul recognized the power of prayer, oŌen ask-
ing others to pray for him as he shared the gospel. In the 
same way, prayer warriors today uphold churches, pastors, 
families, and communiƟes. 
 

Their prayers may be silent, but their impact is mighty. Never 
underesƟmate the difference a praying heart can make. 

W  T   
C   
 10:30 a.m. 

September 7, 2025 



 
 
 

 
 
“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, accord-
ing to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all genera ons, for ever and ever! Amen.”  ~  Ephesians 3: 20-21 

 
I feel like I should call this “General Assembly ReporƟng”  - Part II. 
Last month, I talked about the resoluƟons for General Assembly, 
one of them being changes to The Design. (The ChrisƟan Church 
(DOC) equivalent to a ConsƟtuƟon.) I want to walk through this 
just a liƩle, because it does affect our congregaƟon. 
 
BACKGROUND: Following several years of work by the Govern-
ance CommiƩee of the General Board, along with opportuniƟes 
for conversaƟon across the church, the General Assembly 
meeƟng in Louisville, Kentucky in July 2023, adopted GA-2343, 
making significant changes to the Design of the ChrisƟan Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada. In fall 2023, 
the Moderator of the General Assembly appointed an Implemen-
taƟon Team, as called for in GA-2343, to work toward enacƟng 
these changes. Part of their work including reviewing the Design 
for any addiƟonal amendments that needed to be made in sup-
port of the changes called for in GA-2343. The proposed amend-
ments to the Design include: • ClarificaƟon of the acƟviƟes and 
meeƟngs of the General Assembly • Changes to the membership 
of the General Board • Minor changes in wording and formaƫng 
to ensure consistency throughout the  document. 
 
First, much of the language that was changed included simple 
words like “the” and “through”. Much of the wording change was 
from “representaƟve” to “delegate” or “parƟcipant.” Those words 
more accurately describe who is aƩending General Assembly, and 
who can vote. 
 
The parts which affect the local congregaƟons most is under THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, Membership and ParƟcipaƟon. Item 39a 
VoƟng from congregaƟons: “Each congregaƟon of the ChrisƟan 
Church (Disciples of Christ) shall be enƟtled to have three (3) 
voƟng delegates. These voƟng delegates from congregaƟons shall 
be in addiƟon to persons holding standing in the Order of Minis-
try.” (The last part means the pastor, who has their own voƟng 
privileges.) 
 
Item 40 which states: “VoƟng members of the General Assembly, 
who are representaƟves delegates from congregaƟons and re-
gions, shall serve a three-year term of three (3) years with one (1) 
representaƟve delegate being selected by the congregaƟon and/
or region each year. Terms begin January 1st of each year. No 
person shall have more than one (1) vote in the General Assem-
bly, and no person shall vote in absenƟa or by proxy. Congrega-
Ɵons and regions may name alternates to replace voƟng repre-
sentaƟves delegates who are unable to aƩend.”  
 
And finally, under MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: “The 

General Assembly will meet at least one Ɵme every calendar year 
for an Annual MeeƟng, set by the General Board, of which the 
first two will be held digitally. These meeƟngs will be held digital-
ly. Every third year the Annual MeeƟng will be known as the Tri-
ennial MeeƟng and will regularly be a meeƟng to be held both in-
person and digitally. The Triennial MeeƟng in-person meeƟng will 
be held at a Ɵme and place fixed by the General Board. ParƟci-
pants (voƟng and nonvoƟng) can aƩend the business sessions of 
the Triennial MeeƟng in person meeƟng digitally or in-person.” 
 
Basically, each church now gets three voƟng delegates instead of 
two, and GA will move to meeƟng face to face once every three 
years, meeƟng online once a year for the two years in between. 
 
How does this affect us? First, I want to say that I have not been 
good at encouraging parƟcipaƟon in the wider church. And now 
that we have two denominaƟons, it gets even more difficult. But 
what I am realizing is that if we are going to be who we say we 
are, and consider our roots to be in two different denominaƟons, 
then we should probably understand the inner workings of these 
denominaƟons. When people look for churches, especially the 
younger people, many of them do their due diligence into who 
the church they are looking at is and what they believe. That be-
ing said, it is Ɵme for us to stretch ourselves into the wider 
churches. 
 
The United Church of Christ calls delegates for the Conferences, 
not individual churches, and the clergy with standing do not get a 
vote, unless they are represenƟng the Conference. But there are 
other ways to parƟcipate in the wider church. I serve on the East-
ern Iowa AssociaƟon Advisory Council, and we need people. 
There are many Boards and CommiƩees within the AssociaƟon 
and the Iowa Conference which need people to fill.  
 
For the ChrisƟan Church (DOC), we are now allowed these three 
delegates, each one serving a three year term, but one person 
stepping off each year. That way, each person would aƩend two 
virtual General Assembly gatherings, and one face to face gather-
ing. 
 
I know it is difficult to get people to sit on our Board, or run a 
commiƩee here at our local seƫng. Every church has this issue. 
And yes, this is more.  
 
But here’s the thing: stretching ourselves is part of stepping out 
and growing into our faith. By siƫng on these boards and com-
miƩees, or being a delegate to General Assembly (or General Syn-
od, if you want!) you get to take part in a whole new level of min-
istry. We are all part of the Body of Christ, and it takes many peo-
ple to make things happen. But even more, we are all called by 
God to love our neighbor, to serve one another, and to create 
God’s kingdom here on earth. We can’t do that alone. It takes 
many hands and feet. Will you be one of them? 
 
Always Peace,   Pastor Heidi 



B  Q  
Timothy was a young man who became a trusted companion 
and co-worker of the apostle Paul. Which of the following 
statements is not accurate? 
 

A. Timothy's mother and grandmother taught him the Scrip-
tures. 
B. Paul considered Timothy his spiritual son. 
C. Timothy was born in Rome and raised as a Ro-
man ciƟzen. 
D. Paul wrote two New Testament leƩers ad-
dressed to Timothy. 
 

Answer: (See Acts 16:1–3; 2 Timothy 1:5; 1 Timothy 1:2) 

Newsletter articles due the 3rd Sunday of the month. 
October Newsletter article deadline is Sep 21. 
October Newsletter will be mailed by Sep 28. 

Hope at the Brick House 
We are scheduled to serve on 

September 11th. 

Share-A-Meal  
We are scheduled to serve   

on September 30th. 

Women’s Group 
Will meet at the church on 

September 4th 
6:45 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Board Mee ng— August 24 
1. Securing two proposals for snow removal this year. 
2. Approved having a security grant assessment. 
3. General Fund—the operaƟng account is at a negaƟve bal-

ance through July 31st.  $4,567.20. 
4. Selected a date for annual budget meeƟng. 
5. Updated the Campership Scholarship Policy. 
6. Next meeƟng - September 14 at 11:30 a.m. 

1 MaƩhew Stroupe 

8 Abby Daily 

9 Karl Jensen 
Hazel Jones 

12 Charles Fox 
Harry Stroupe 

13 Sharon Perreault 

14 Karsten Hulme 

16 Laura Perreault 

17 Gregory Kress 

21 Jim Spies 

24 Martha WaƩers 

T     E  C !! 

Sunday’s Church CelebraƟon was a wonderful party.  We really 
appreciate all the work that went into pulling every thing to-
gether to celebrate the merger of our two churches.  Thanks, 
too, for Jill Pepper and those who helped with VacaƟon Bible 
School on Saturday. It was a real treat to have the kids share 
with the congregaƟon what they learned. 

 
 
Dearest Friends, 
I want to thank you so much for the beau-
Ɵful, sparkly new stole! The buƩerflies, 

the DOC and UCC symbols, and of course, our very own Faith 
First Community Church logo! It is absolutely beauƟful, and I 
am so very humbled. I love you all so very much! Thank you! 
    ~Pastor Heidi  



F  F ’  K  S  A  HBTH 
Kay was featured in Hope at the Brick 
House’s August newsleƩer as one of 
their volunteers!  Kay volunteered at 
the 2025 Summer Program.   
Congrats, Kay! 

A  D  took part in the Summer Program at 
Hope at the Brick House.  On the last day, the kids 
shared the love of Jesus with their parents through 
song, their memory verses and presentaƟons that 
they had prepared. 
 
A  S  P  — We will meet on 
Sep. 2, 18 and 25  and Oct. 9 and 15 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Come for 
an hour or stay for the morning.  We go 
through each item that has been given 
to us for the Nov. 1st Aƫc Shop and put a price sƟcker 
on it.  All are welcome who can make it. 

 
 
 
 
 

Faith FormaƟon Classes will begin in September 14. 
* 

Music Bingo Fundraiser Saturday, September 6th. 
* 

Worship Time will change to 10:30 a.m. on  
Sunday, September 7th! 

* 
Annual Aƫc Shop is set for Saturday, Nov. 1st. 

Cookie Walk and Bake Sale will be Saturday, Dec. 6th. 
Note:  There will be a few cra s at each of these events. 

 
 

A   M  
Per our new consƟtuƟon, the board selected the date for 
the annual budget meeƟng — it will be October 19 imme-
diately aŌer worship.  The board will approve the proposed 
budget at the September board meeƟng. 
 
We will also have board elecƟon 
— we will need one new mem-
ber for a three year term. 

C   
BURNING BUSH — In Exodus 3, God speaks to Moses from a bush that is burning but not con-
sumed. When Moses asks what he should say if the EgypƟans quesƟon who sent him to lead 
the Israelites out of slavery, God states, "I AM WHO I AM." Centuries later, when people won-
der who Jesus is, his answers hint at his divinity: "I AM the light of the world; I AM the good 
shepherd; I AM the bread of life" and, perhaps most profoundly, "Before Abraham was, I 
AM" (John 8:58). On Pentecost, God's Holy Spirit comes upon the apostles as fire. Thus the 
burning bush is a powerful symbol of God's presence echoed through Ɵme. 



September 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Labor Day 

2 
 
Aƫc Shop  
Marking 
9 to Noon 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

3 4 
 
 
Women’s 
Group 
6:45 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 
Jan Hannel 

5 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
Music Bingo 
6 p.m. 
Doors Open 
5:30 p.m. 

7 
 
 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 

8 

 
 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

9 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10 

 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HTBH 
3:30 p.m. 

12 
 

 

13 

 
 

14 

 
Faith FormaƟon 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
 
 

15 

 
 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

17 
 

 
 

18 

 
Aƫc Shop  
Marking 
9 to Noon 
 
 
Basket Class 
5:30 p.m. 

19 

 

20 

 
ChrisƟan 
Conference 
Center 
Fun Day 

21 
 
 
Faith FormaƟon 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
 
Newsle er Ar cles Due 

22 

 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

23 

 
 
 
 
 
Merit Badge 
6 to 8 p.m. 

24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 

 
 
 
 
Aƫc Shop  
Marking 
9 to Noon 

26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mail Newsle er 

27 

 
 
Fellowship Hall 
Reserved 

28 
 
Faith FormaƟon 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
 
 

29 

 
 
 
 
 
Troop 828 
MeeƟng 
6:30-8 p.m. 

30 
 
 
 
Share-A-Meal 
5:15 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


